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2023 Annual Conference Minutes

Minutes of the Annual Conference of the New Zealand Post Primary Teachers' Association
Incorporated held at the Brentwood Hotel, Kilbirnie, Wellington, commencing at 11.00
a.m. on Tuesday 26 September, continuing at 8.40 a.m. on Wednesday 27 September and
8.40 a.m. on Thursday 28 September 2023.

Present
Chris Abercrombie, Acting President of PPTA Te Wehengarua, members of the Executive, members
of Te Huarahi Maori Motuhake, regional delegates and observers.

Powhiri

The 2023 Annual General Conference of Te Wehengarua/PPTA was held at the Brentwood Hotel,
Kilbirnie on Tuesday 26 September 2023 at 11 am. It followed Te Atiawa kawa which is Paeke.
Matua Anthony Urwin of Aotea College and the students of Aotea College, Te Kahui Kuratea,
represented the mana whenua Te Atiawa, Ngati Toa Rangatira, Ngati Raukawa ki te Tonga to support
Te Wehengarua/PPTA Presidential Team the General Secretary, Staff, Executive and members of Te
Whanganui-a-Tara and Te Awakairangi regions to welcome members and visitors to the 2023 Annual
Conference.

The kaikaranga Miriama Barton called the visitors on and Te Aomihia Taua-Glassie responded and
led the visitors into the whare. The haka powhiri supported the karanga. Matua Anthony extended

the words of welcome, and the students did the waiata.

Matua Hemi Ferris replied for the manuhiri, the waiata Te Aroha was sung. Matua Daniel Hapuku
also acknowledged the mana whenua and the powhiri and the waiata Purea Nei was sung.

Matua Hénare Hutana closed the proceedings with a karakia and members and visitors were invited
to share the manaakitanga/kai and cultural performance by the students of Te Kahui Kuratea, Aotea
College. This was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 11.45 a.m. to resume at 12.45 p.m.

Kaumatua Hénare Hiitana led the karakia.

The Acting President vacated the Chair in favour of the Maori Vice-President Te Aomihia Taua-
Glassie.



Opening Address
Kaumatua Hénare Hitana, welcomed Acting President Chris Abercrombie and invited him to speak.
Acting President Chris Abercrombie addressed the Conference. The waiata, Tai Aroha, was sung.

The Acting President assumed the chair.

Roll Call
The General Secretary called the roll (Appendix A attached).

PPTA Service Awards 2023

The General Secretary declared the recipients of the Service Awards (Appendix B attached).

Presidential and Executive Nominations for 2023-2024
The General Secretary declared the nominations for the presidential and executive positions
(Appendix C attached).

Minutes (HC22/074)
C23/61/01 Moved From the Chair
That the 2022 Annual Conference Minutes be received.
Carried
C23/61/02 Moved From the Chair
That the 2022 Annual Conference Minutes be accepted as a true and correct record.

Carried

Minister of Education (by Zoom)

The Hon. Jan Tinetti, Minister of Education was called into conference online by Te Huarahi
Josephine Clarke-Kaio. Kaumatua Hénare Hitana did the mihi whakatau. The Maori Vice President
Te Aomihia Taua-Glassie welcomed the Minister and invited her to address conference. The Acting
President Chris Abercrombie thanked the Hon. Jan Tinetti for her presentation. The waiata Tdtira
Mai Nga Iwi was sung.

Pre-Paper Workshops
Delegates attended workshops from 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm for informal discussions on the following
Conference papers:

e A Policy on Teaching with Digital Technologies
e Flexible Learning Spaces — An Update

e Charter Schools and Privatisation

The meeting adjourned for afternoon tea from 3.00 p.m. to resume at 3.30 p.m.

Kaumatua Hénare Hutana led the karakia kai.



Pre-Paper Workshops
Delegates attended workshops from 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. for informal discussions on the following
Conference papers:

e Thinking Differently: Inclusion for Neurodiverse Kaiako in Education
e Constitutional Paper 2023: Amending the Code of Ethics
e Constitutional Amendment: Regional Name Change

Regional meetings
Regional meetings were held from 4.30 pm to 5.00 pm.

Men’s/Women’s Meeting
Men’s and women’s meetings were held from 5.00 p.m. to 5.45 p.m. for those wishing to attend.

The formal meeting concluded at 5.45 pm, with karakia led by Kaumatua Hénare Hitana.

Rainbow Meeting
A Rainbow meeting was held from 5.45 pm to 6.45 pm.

The meeting reconvened at 8.40 am on Wednesday 27 September 2023 with karakia led by
Kaumatua Hénare Hitana.

The waiata, Wairua Tapu, was sung.
A Policy on Teaching with Digital Technologies

C23/61/03 Moved Hamish Johnston/Anaru Mikaere

That the paper’s title be amended from A Policy on Teaching with Digital
Technologies to A Policy on Teaching with Digital Tools and Technologies.

Carried
Moved Simon Reid/Rob Torr
That an extension of 3 minutes be given to the speaker.
Carried
C23/61/04 Moved Luke Nickholds/Michael Waller
1. That the report be received; and
2. That PPTA Te Wehengarua accept the definition of digital tools and technologies as

inclusive of advanced digital technologies, and generative artificial intelligence
systems that are emerging and continue to be refined; and



10.

11.

12.

That PPTA Te Wehengarua calls on the government to ensure protection of Maori
taonga aligning with Te Tiriti o Waitangi to safeguard cultural whakapapa against
digital misuse and appropriation; and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua notes the global and national context when considering
the challenges and potentials of teaching with digital tools and technologies and calls
for further research that increases our collective understanding of its impacts; and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua continues to question the purpose of digital tools and
technologies in education and calls on the Ministry of Education to ensure
transparent and needed structures are in place to evaluate the quality, usefulness,
and relevance of digital tools and technologies used in our schools; and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua accepts that there are potential opportunities and risks of
teaching with digital tools and technologies; and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua advocates for the government to provide appropriate
governance and the necessary supports for a whole of system approach to the global
issue of the impact of digital tools and technologies in our lives — inclusive of human
rights, data rights, mana raraunga and privacy; and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua advocates for the government to close the digital divide;
and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua advocates for quality professional learning and resourcing
for teachers to build capacity and knowledge of teaching with digital tools and
technologies; and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua calls on the Ministry of Education and NZQA to provide
policy direction and advice to ensure the rigor and validity of our national
qualifications in the increasing use of digital tools and technologies; and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua supports partnership building with EdTechNZ to develop
professional learning and development (PLD), advice, pathways for collaborative
development of digital tools and technologies best suited to NZ classrooms; and

That a report be presented to the 2024 annual conference on the progress made
from this paper.

Carried
Flexible Learning Spaces — An Update
Moved Tania Rae/Joe Hunter
That a two minute extension of speaking time be granted to the proposer.
Carried



Moved Louise Ryan/Natalie Faitala
1. That the report be received.

Debate suspended as time lapsed.

Report: Curriculum and NCEA update
C23/61/05 Moved Tania Rae/Louise Ryan
1. That the report be received.

Carried

Flexible Learning Spaces — An Update
Moved Louise Ryan/Natalie Faitala
1. That the report be received.
Debate suspended as time lapsed.
The meeting adjourned for morning tea at 10.00 am to reconvene at 10.30 am.

Kaumatua Hénare Hitana led the karakia kai.

Melissa Ansell-Bridges, Secretary, NZ Council of Trade Unions Te Kauae
Kaimabhi

Guest speaker, Melissa Ansell-Bridges was called into conference by Te Huarahi Josephine Clarke-
Kaio. Te Huarahi member Te Aomihia Taua-Glassie responded. Kaumatua Hénare Hiutana did the
mihi whakatau. Executive member Michael Waller welcomed her and invited to address conference.
Executive member Bernie Lee thanked Melissa Ansell-Bridges for her presentation. The waiata,
Ehara | te Mea, was sung.

Charter Schools and Privatisation
Moved Amanda Ellwood/Hemi Ferris-Bretherton

That a two minute extension be granted to the mover.

Carried
C23/61/06 Moved Austen Pageau/Te Aomihia Taua-Glassie
1. That the report be received; and
2. That PPTA Te Wehengarua continues its implacable opposition to the establishment

of new charter schools (or te kura hourua, partnership schools or whatever they
may be called), and the conversion of state or state-integrated schools to charter
schools; and



That PPTA Te Wehengarua advocates for increased flexibility to allow for innovative
approaches within the state and state-integrated school system; and

That PPTA Te Wehengarua affirms its support for an equitable and well-resourced
public education system.

Carried

Thinking Differently: Inclusion for Neurodiverse Kaiako in Education

C23/61/07

Moved Thalia Rutherford/Louise Ashley Ryan

That the report be received; and

That the strengths of neurodiverse kaiako in kura be officially recognised by PPTA Te
Wehengarua.

That a Neurodiverse Network for neurodivergent members be formed with
associated branch representative positions where relevant.

That an associated advisory committee:

a.

Be convened to report to annual conference in 2024 and beyond with
recommendations on:

i. systems to best utilise and recognise and support the unique abilities of
our neurodiverse kaiako

ii. addressing challenges faced by neurodiverse kaiako in kura across the
country.

Be made up of five to seven individuals and include an Executive Member, a
Te Huarahi Member, and a provisionally certificated teacher or a pre-service
teacher.

Carried

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 12.00 pm to reconvene at 1.00 pm with karakia kai led by
Kaumatua Hénare Hitana.

Constitutional Paper 2023: Amending the Code of Ethics

Moved Kieran Gainsford/Paul Stevens

That the report be received.

Debate suspended as time lapsed.



Constitutional Amendment — Regional Name Change

C23/61/08

Moved Amanda Ellwood/Joe Hunter
That the report be received; and

That rule 21 (i) be changed from:

21. (i) Any group of Branches in the same geographical area may by notice to the
Secretary apply for registration as a Regional Organisation of the Association and the
following Regions shall be the Regions of the Association. (See rule 62 for definition
of electoral areas.)

Aoraki

Bay of Plenty

Canterbury

Central Plateau

Counties/Manukau

East Coast

Hauraki Coromandel

Hawkes Bay

Hutt Valley

Manawatu/Whanganui

Marlborough

Nelson

Northland Central

Northland Lower

Northland Upper

Otago

Southland

Tamaki Makaurau Auckland including the 4 wards established as electoral areas in
terms of rule 62 hereof

Taranaki

Waikato

Wairarapa

Wellington

West Coast

Western Bay of Plenty

TO:

21. (i) Any group of Branches in the same geographical area may by notice to the
Secretary apply for registration as a Regional Organisation of the Association and the
following Regions shall be the Regions of the Association. (See rule 62 for definition
of electoral areas.)

Aoraki

Bay of Plenty

Canterbury

Central Plateau

Counties/Manukau

East Coast

Hauraki Coromandel



Hawkes Bay

Hutt Valley
Manawatu/Whanganui
Marlborough

Nelson

Northland Central
Northland Lower
Northland Upper
Otakou

Southland

Tamaki Makaurau Auckland including the 4 wards established as electoral areas in
terms of rule 62 hereof
Taranaki

Waikato

Wairarapa

Wellington

West Coast

Western Bay of Plenty

That rule 62 (i) be changed from:

62. (i) For the purpose of these Rules the following Electoral Areas are hereby
constituted: (see rule 21 for definition of Regions)

(a) Northland Upper, Central and Lower

(b) Tamaki Makaurau Auckland: the 4 Wards of the Tamaki Makaurau Auckland
Region subject to the boundaries for those Wards being ratified by the Executive
(c) Counties/Manukau

(d) Waikato

(e) Hauraki Coromandel/Western Bay of Plenty

(f) Bay of Plenty/Central Plateau

(g) Manawatu-Whanganui

(h) Taranaki

(i) Hawkes Bay/East Coast

(j) Hutt Valley/Wairarapa

(k) Wellington/Marlborough

(1) Nelson/West Coast

(m) Canterbury

(n) Aoraki

(o) Otago

(p) Southland

TO:

62. (i) For the purpose of these Rules the following Electoral Areas are hereby
constituted: (see rule 21 for definition of Regions)

(a) Northland Upper, Central and Lower

(b) Tamaki Makaurau Auckland: the 4 Wards of the Tamaki Makaurau Auckland
Region subject to the boundaries for those Wards being ratified by the Executive
(c) Counties/Manukau

(d) Waikato

(e) Hauraki Coromandel/Western Bay of Plenty



(f) Bay of Plenty/Central Plateau
(g) Manawatu-Whanganui
(h) Taranaki

(i) Hawkes Bay/East Coast
(j) Hutt Valley/Wairarapa

(k) Wellington/Marlborough
(1) Nelson/West Coast

(m) Canterbury

(n) Aoraki

(o) Otakou

(p) Southland

Carried

Flexible Learning Spaces — An Update
Moved Louise Ryan/Natalie Faitala
1. That the report be received.

Debate suspended as time lapsed.

Regional Team meetings
Regional team meetings took place from 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm.

The meeting adjourned for afternoon tea at 3.00 pm to reconvene at 3.30 pm with karakia kai led by
Kaumatua Hénare Hitana.

Russell Honnery, Chair of Yalukit Yulendj, National Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander Education Committee of the Australian Education Union

Our guest speaker, Russell Honnery, Chair of Yalukit Yulendj, Australian Education Union was called
into conference by Te Huarahi Josephine Clarke-Kaio and Te Huarahi Te Aomihia Taua-Glassie
responded. Kaumatua Hénare Hitana gave a mihi whakatau. Te Huarahi Executive member
Anthony Urwin greeted Russell Honnery and invited him to address conference. Te Huarahi
Executive member Daniel Hapuku thanked Russell Honnery and the waiata Tino Rangatiratanga was
sung.

Caucus Meetings

Network of establishing teachers, Pasifika members, Regional chairpersons, Regional men’s reps,
Regional women’s co-ordinators, Regional rainbow network co-ordinators and Te Huarahi Maori
Motuhake members met from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.

The formal Conference closed at 4.00 p.m. with karakia led by Kaumatua Hénare Hiitana.

Thursday 28 September 2023

Kaumatua Hénare Hitana opened the meeting with karakia at 8.40 a.m.

The waiata, He Honore, was sung.



Annual Accounts

C23/61/09

C23/61/10

Moved Michael Waller/Simon Reid

That the draft statements of Annual Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2023 be
received.

Carried
Moved Michael Waller/Simon Reid

That the draft statements of Annual Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2023 be
adopted.

Carried

Annual Report

C23/61/11

C23/61/12

Auditors

C23/61/13

Moved From the Chair

That the PPTA Annual Report for the period 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 be received.
Carried

Moved From the Chair

That the PPTA Annual Report for the period 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 be adopted.

Carried

Moved From the Chair
That BDO Wellington be appointed as Auditors for the year ending 31 March 2024.

Carried

Flexible Learning Spaces — An Update

An amendment:

Moved Hamish Johnston/Gillian Woods
That PPTA Te Wehengarua continues to affirm that we welcome thoughtful,
evidence-based, teacher-consulted and coherent environmental and structural

change in secondary schools.

Lost
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C23/61/14 Moved Louise Ryan/Natalie Faitala
1. That the report be received; and

2. That PPTA Te Wehengarua continues to affirm that we welcome thoughtful,
evidence-based, teacher-consulted and coherent change in secondary schools; and

3. That PPTA Te Wehengarua continues to challenge the Ministry of Education on the
need to research the effectiveness of flexible learning spaces in terms of their
impact on aspects such as student achievement, student and teacher wellbeing,
teaching and learning, and teacher satisfaction in the Aotearoa New Zealand
context. This research must then be made readily available to all schools; and

4. That PPTA Te Wehengarua continue to advocate for the government to dedicate
additional funding for PLD for teachers in rebuilt flexible learning space schools as a
proportion of the total projected cost of the physical build; and

5. That PPTA Te Wehengarua advocate for the Ministry of Education to ensure
culturally inclusive practices, learning environments and pedagogies, embedded in
matauranga taketake, are developed and transparent in all areas of education,
including in the planning and building phase; and

6. That PPTA Te Wehengarua supports branches to make renewed efforts to persuade
their boards of trustees to sign up to an education change management policy for
the school, based on the processes outlined in PPTA Te Wehengarua Education
Change Management Toolkit; and

7. That PPTA Te Wehengarua establish a Flexible Learning Spaces Taskforce as a vehicle
to support the recommendations in this paper.

Carried
Constitutional Paper 2023: Amending the Code of Ethics
Procedural:
Moved Hamish Johnston/Joseph Durkin-Gorman
That the paper be laid on the table.
Lost
Moved Kieran Gainsford/Paul Stevens
1. That the report be received.

Debate suspended as time lapsed.
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PLD Fund Update
C23/61/15 Moved Emma Setterfield/Joe Hunter
1. That the report be received.

Carried

Kate Gainsford, New Zealand Secondary Principals’ Council Chairperson

Kate Gainsford, Chairperson, New Zealand Secondary Principals’ Council was called into conference
by Miriama Barton. Executive member Joe Hunter responded. Kaumatua Hénare Hitana did the
mihi whakatau. Executive member Jacinta Grice welcomed Kate Gainsford and invited her to
address conference. Executive member Simon Reid thanked Kate Gainsford for her presentation. A
waiata Hutia Te Rita, was sung.

Morning tea took place from 10.15 am to 10.45 am. Kaumatua Hénare Hutana led the karakia kai.

Laboratory Manager Report
C23/61/16 Moved Rob McCafferty/Kieran Gainsford
1. That the report be received.

Carried

Neselinda Meta, General Secretary, Council of Pacific Education

Guest speaker, Neselinda Meta, General Secretary, Council of Pacific Education was called into
conference by Miriama Barton. Executive member Joe Hunter responded. Kaumatua Hénare
Hatana did the mihi whakatau. Executive member Angela Maisiri welcomed Neselinda Meta and
invited him to address conference. Executive member Natalie Faitala thanked Neselinda Meta for
her presentation. The waiata Purea Nei was sung.

Constitutional Paper 2023: Amending the Code of Ethics

C23/61/17 Moved Kieran Gainsford/Paul Stevens
1. That the report be received.
2. That the Fourth Schedule Part 6 of the Constitution be changed from:

6. The following practices damage the Association. Accordingly it shall be held
unethical for a teacher:
(a) to wilfully disregard any policy decided on by Annual Conferences of the
Association or decisions reached by the National Executive
(b) to purport to represent the views of the Association unless authorised to
do so
(c) to divulge Association information classified as confidential.

TO:

12



6. The following practices damage the Association. Accordingly it shall be held
unethical for a teacher:
(a) to wilfully disregard any policy decided on by Annual Conferences of the
Association or decisions reached by the National Executive
(b) to purport to represent the views of the Association unless authorised to
do so
(c) to divulge Association information classified as confidential
(d) to refuse to participate in any lawful industrial action of the Association
without exemption.

Carried (82 For/13 Against)

General Business
C23/61/18 Moved Rob Torr/Faith Tautuhi

The Waikato region requests that executive continues to progress the
recommendations in the report Evaluations of secondary school laboratory
managers role and report this back to the 2024 conference, with the idea of using
this work to be included in the 2025 negotiation.

Carried

Poroporoaki

Members took the opportunity to share their views and make final comments and farewells to their
colleagues.

The Acting President thanked everyone for their attendance, their support and contributions and he
wished everyone good health and a safe journey home.

Mauri ora to the mana whenua mo nga manaakitanga/hospitality.
The waiata Nga Iwi E was sung.

Whakakapinga (Closure) Karakia was offered by Kaumatua Hénare Hltana at 1.00 pm.

Minutes approved as a correct record on 1 October 2024.

Chairperson ...........ccccoooveeveecervececeee e
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APPENDIX A

Acting President Chris Abercrombie
Maori Vice President Te Aomihia Taua-Glassie
Whaea Gazala Maihi
Kaumatua Hénare Hutana
Executive Simon Curnow
Kieran Gainsford
Louise Ryan
Emma Setterfield
Austen Pageau
Rob McCafferty
Joe Hunter
Vinnie Monga
Isabel Rangiwananga
Simon Hirini
Michael Waller
Angela Maisiri
Tania Rae
Rebecca Hopper
Simon Reid
Natalie Faitala
Luke Nickholds
Natalie Jump
Jacinta Grice
Bernie Lee
Te Huarahi Daniel Hapuku
Shanna Rope
Hemi Ferris-Bretherton
Josephine Clarke-Kaio
Kath Hawaikirangi
Matthew Penney
Hayley Thompson
Anthony Urwin
Aoraki Rosemary Adams
Lee-Anne Parcell
Elizabeth Wilson
Bay of Plenty Deanna Foster
Peter Wills

Kim Wilson



Canterbury

Central Plateau

Counties-Manukau

East Coast

Hauraki Coromandel

Hawkes Bay

Hutt Valley

Marlborough

Nelson

Northland Central

Northland Lower

Northland Upper

Sam
Joseph
Hamish
Marcelle
Anaru
Thomas
Jillian

Jess
Areka

Daniel
Joshua
Sanjay

Pratik

David
Michael

Linstead
Madeleine
Lisa

Emma

Desiree
Divendar

Michael
Benjamin

Rebecca
Emma
Josh

Louise

Paul
Jody

Belinda

Boyd

Durkin-Gorman

Johnston
Leo'o
Mikaere
Newton
Woods

Earnshaw
Watson

Baker
O'Sullivan

Prasad

Jethwa

Masters
Moroney

Castle-Allen
Gray
Hargreaves

Burns
Mulligan

Nath

Harvey
Jones

Pearce
Box
Clark

Fleming

Barnes
Reynolds

Gummer
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Otago

Southland

Tamaki Makaurau Auckland

Taranaki

Waikato

Wairarapa

Wellington

Karyn

Amanda
Natasha
Kieran

Bill
Peter
Katie

Jessica
Rachel
Yasmine
John
Simon
Shontelle
Vincent
Camillia
Tina Marie
Thalia
Louise A
Siliga
Paul
Michelle

Kieran
Carl

Samantha
Elizabeth
Faith
Robert
Francis

Andrew
Ryan

Michael
Kevin
Stephanie
Elliot
Cameron

Pirini

Ellwood
Manowitz
Philip

Claridge
de Blois
McCrostie

Brown
Carson
Chai
Dyer-Causton
Ferguson
Helg
Hohepa
Padgett
Peters
Rutherford
Ryan
Setoga
Stevens
Tupper

Browne
Rushton

Farook

Ross

Tautuhi

Torr

van Buren-Schele

Hutchby
McCroskery

Allsopp
Greig

O'Brien
Pilmore
Stewart
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West Coast

Western Bay of Plenty

Apologies:
Executive

Kate
Vanessa

Benjamin

Julie

Patty
Marino

Lawrence
Irihapeti
Amanda
Moeke
Tihi
Melanie
Vincent
Graham
Kussi
Kijiana
Laura

Halls
Pringle

Radford
Secker

Robinson
Hau

Mikkelsen
Macdonald
Moys
Paaka
Puanaki
Webber
Hapi
Conlon
Hurtado
Pene
Starling
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APPENDIX B

g/e/ec/sac 2023

6 September 2023

To: Conference Delegates

PPTA SERVICE AWARDS 2023

Annual PPTA Service Awards are designed to recognise significant contributions members or former
members have made to fellow members and the Association through their activism and
commitment.

Thus, it is with great pleasure that | announce the following as the recipients of the PPTA Service
Award for 2023:

Name Branch Region
Russell Stirling Mahurangi College Northland
Lavinia Clarke Dargaville High School Northland
Lisa Holden Mackenzie College Aoraki
David Patchett Formerly St Hilda’s Collegiate School | Otago

W/

Dr Kirsty Farrant
POU ARAHI MATUA/GENERAL SECRETARY
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